The Annual John Keats Conference

John Keats in 2026: The Keats Circle

5 – 7 June 2026 at The Nightingale Room, Keats House, Hampstead

Friday 5 June

12.00pm: REGISTRATION and WELCOME from the Keats Foundation team and Rob Shakespeare, Principal Curator of Keats House, Hampstead at Keats House, The Nightingale Room

1.00pm – 2.00pm: LECTURE 1: Lauren Cooper (Syracuse University)

2.00pm: Coffee / Tea

2.15pm – 3.15pm: PANEL 1: Keatsian Sympathy

Vivien Chan (The Chinese University of Hong Kong): Keats, Bentham, and the ‘Pleasure Thermometer’

Xena Semikina (Independent Scholar): Keats and Severn: The Other Side of the Moon

3.15pm: Coffee / Tea

3.30pm – 4.30pm: PANEL 2: Keats and Physiology

Tamsin Brown (University of Cambridge): Keats’s kiss in ‘La Belle Dame sans Merci’: Four kisses and the dance of delight

Merrilees Roberts (University of Cambridge): Do the Titans have Parkinson’s? Desire and Decay in The Fall of Hyperion, A Dream

4.30pm: Coffee / Tea

4.45pm – 6.00pm: PANEL 3: Keats in Paintings

Richard Marggraf-Turley (Aberystwyth University): Painting After Poetry: Lorenzo’s Life of Allegory

Małgorzata Łuczyńska-Hołdys (University of Warsaw): Reframing Isabella: Female Artists and the Expanding Circle of Keats’s Influence

Audrey Hsiu (The Chinese University of Hong Kong): Seeking the Knight’s Consciousness: On Waterhouse’s Reverse Ekphrasis of Keats

6.00pm WINE RECEPTION 
Followed by: an optional visit to The Globe pub in 83 Moorgate after the wine reception, where the Swan and Hoop Livery Stables once stood.

Saturday 6 June

9.40am – 11.00am: PANEL 4: Keats and the Postwar Condition

Greg Kucich (University of Notre Dame): Keats’s ‘Cave of Despair’ and the Post-Waterloo Despondency of the Hunt-Shelley-Byron Circles: A Tale for Our Time

Grace Rexroth (University of Colorado Boulder): The Pathology of Loneliness in Endymion

Ernest Yuen (University of Hong Kong): Medicine, Mineralogy, and Market Value: Diamonds in Keats’s Architecture

11.00am: Coffee / Tea 

11.30 – 12.30pm: PANEL 5: Keats and the English Tradition

Ou Li (Chinese University of Hong Kong): Keats’s Circle and Keats’s Rondeaux

Alexander Frigerio (University of Notre Dame): ‘To this urn let those repair’: Shakespeare’s Threnos and Keats’s Ode

12.30pm: LUNCH

[bookmark: _Hlk192015329]1.30pm – 2.30pm: LECTURE 2: Sarah Wootton (Durham University)

2.30pm: Coffee / Tea 

2.45pm – 3.45pm: PANEL 6: Keatsian Poetics, Reimagined

Jonathan Mulrooney (College of the Holy Cross): Keats’s Squares

David Sigler (University of Calgary): Rules and Advice in ‘Ode on Melancholy’

3.45pm: Coffee / Tea 

4.00pm – 5.00pm: PANEL 7: Keats and the Apothecarial Mode

Hrileena Ghosh (Independent Scholar): Keats, Interrupted: The Poetics of Distraction

James Quinnell (Independent Scholar): Keatsian Patience

5.00pm: Coffee / Tea 

5.15pm – 6.45pm: PANEL 8: Keats and Queerness

Matteo Schiavone (University of Freiburg): ‘What am I then?’ Trans Negative Affects in John Keats’s The Fall of Hyperion

John Rawlek (University of British Columbia): The Aching Lyric: Poetic Place as Queer Space in ‘Ode to a Nightingale’

Barbara Skrypnyk (University of Toronto): Keats and the Green World of Romance

7pm CONFERENCE DINNER at The Garden Gate


Sunday 7 June

10.00am – 11.00am: PANEL 9: The Huntian Circle

Meiko O’Halloran (Newcastle University): Keats, Hazlitt, and the ‘depth of Taste’

Alex Broadhead (University of Liverpool): The Writing of Hunt’s ‘Crown of Ivy’ Sonnets

11.00am: Coffee / Tea 

11.30am – 12.30pm: LECTURE 3: Kate Singer (Mount Holyoke College)

12.30: LUNCH

1.30pm – 2.30pm: PANEL 10: Keats and Visual Culture

Angus Graham-Campbell (Eton College): ‘Seeing Shelley Plain’: What did Shelley really look like?

Ian Haywood (University of Roehampton): Ode to a Grecian Vase

2.30pm: Coffee / Tea

2.45pm – 3.45pm: PANEL 11: Keats’s Legacy

Julie Camarda (University of Chicago): ‘O POET, come you haunting here?’: Hardy Finding Keats

Claire Watt (University of Cambridge): Keats’s ‘Ode to a Nightingale’ Today

3.45pm: Coffee / Tea

4.00pm – 5.00pm: PANEL 12: Keatsian Afterlives

Mao Chen (Skidmore College): Keats and the May Fourth Imagination: Subjectivity, Mood, and the Poetics of Translation

Carly Stevenson (Independent Scholar): Uncertainties, Mysteries, Dust: negative capability in Philip Pullman’s The Book of Dust

5.00pm: CLOSING REMARKS

We will then take a walk to Leigh Hunt’s Vale of Health after the closing remarks. A final drink at The Holly Bush pub on 22 Holly Mount is recommended, with dinner at everyone’s discretion.
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